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Gan/By Matthew Vernon
Rhifyn/Issue 1

Cymraeg/Welsh

Heddiw, hoffwn i siarad am ddysgu Cymraeg. Maen llawer o bobol yn meddwl fod Cymraeg yn ddiflas a ddim pwysig ond mae Cymraeg yn pwysig iawn! Mae Cymru’n gwlad brydferth a mae Cymraeg yn iaith gymhleth. Dw i’n dysgu Cymraeg achos dw i eisiau mynd i Brifysgol Bangor i ddysgu Ffrangeg ac Almaeneg a dw i eisiau byw yn Nghmru Gogledd. Mae 611,000 (chwe chant un deg un mil) pobol yn siarad Cymreag yn rhugl yn Nghumru. Os ydych chi eisiau dysgu Cymraeg, bydda i rhoi yn anrheg gwersi. Dysgu Cymreag- mae’n hwyl iawn!

Saesneg/English

Today, I would like to speak about learning Welsh. A lot of people think that Welsh is boring and not important but Welsh is very important! Wales is a beautiful country and Welsh is a complex language. I learn Welsh because I want to go to Bangor University to study French and German and I want to live in Northern Wales. 611,000 people speak Welsh fluently in Wales. If you want to learn Welsh, then I will give away free lessons here! Learn Welsh- it’s really fun!

Geirfa/Vocabulary

	Cymraeg
	Saesneg
	Cymraeg
	Saesneg

	heddiw
	today
	achos
	because

	hoffwn i (+SM)
	I would like
	dw i eisiau
	I want

	siarad (am)
	to speak (about)
	mynd
	to go

	dysgu
	to learn/ teach
	i
	to/from

	Cymraeg
	Welsh
	prifysgol
	university

	llawer o
	a lot of/ many
	Ffrangeg
	French

	pobol
	people
	Almaeneg
	German

	meddwl
	to think
	byw
	to live

	bod
	to be/ that (conj.)
	Cymru
	Wales

	diflas
	boring
	Gogledd
	north/northen

	dim
	not/negative term
	chwe(ch)
	six

	pwysig
	important
	cant
	hundred

	ond
	but
	un
	one

	x iawn
	very x
	deg
	ten

	iawn
	okay, alright
	yn rhugl
	fluent(ly)

	gwlad
	country
	os
	if

	prydferth
	beautiful
	bydda(f) i
	I will

	a/ac
	and
	rhoi yn anrheg
	give away

	iaith(oedd)
	language(s)
	gwers(i)
	lesson(s)

	cymhleth
	complex
	hwyl
	fun


[image: image2.png]Cornel Cymraeg




Dosbarth Un/Class One

The Present Tense

In Welsh, there is only one present tense and it is the present continuous. This is the basic template for a Welsh sentence:

	BOD
	Person
	‘Yn’
	verb or adj.
	Extra

	Dw
	i
	’n
	siarad
	Cymraeg.


As you can see, bod (to be) goes before the person in the necessary form. ‘Yn’ connects the person or thing to the second verb or adjective. When translating, ‘yn’ can be described as the ‘-ing’ of the second verb. The sentence is finished with the final piece of information.

The verb ‘bod’ goes as follows-

	Cymraeg
	Saesneg
	Cymraeg
	Saesneg

	Dw i
	I am
	Dyn ni
	We are

	Wyt ti
	You are (informal)
	Dych chi
	You are (formal)

	Mae e/hi
	He/she is
	Maen nhw
	They are


Dw i’n siarad Cymraeg.
I am speaking Welsh/ I speak Welsh.

Wyt ti’n siarad Cymreag.
You are speaking Welsh/ You speak Welsh.

Maen nhw’n siarad Cymreag.
They are speaking Welsh.

If you do not use a verb, but use an adjective instead, then listen up. After ‘yn’, all necessary adjectives will undergo a soft mutation (SM). This means that the first letter will change into another one. We shall talk about soft mutation later. Also, you may have noticed ‘chant’ in the text this issue, and ‘Nghymru’. These are both two completely different mutations that we’ll talk about at a later date.

Unfortunately there are two more versions of this verb that must be learned and, again, I shall teach them you another time.

More verbs

	Cymraeg
	Saesneg
	Cymraeg
	Saesneg

	cerdded
	to walk
	hoffi
	to like

	meddwl (fod)
	to think (that)
	byw
	to live

	bwyta
	to eat
	dod o (+SM)
	to come (from)


Dw i’n dod o Loegr.
I come from England.

Next time, we shall take a look at the Welsh alphabet, as well a pronunciation. Until then - hwyl fawr!

