THE TOPIC ON EVERYONE’S MINDS:

IS WELSH REALLY THAT IMPORTANT?


By Matthew Vernon

WHEN you enter Wales, the first thing you notice is that the signs are bilingual. Is that political correctness gone bonkers or is Welsh not only an equal language to English, but important too? It’s a very deep question that would spark a very interesting debate.

   I think that we should delve into the history of the Welsh language before we can decide.

   Welsh is a descendant of British, which was a Celtic language spoken by the ancient Bretons. Arriving in Britain around the Iron Age, British was spoken around the area of Firth of Froth (Scotland), however, during the Early Middle Ages, British was starting to deteriorate, eventually evolving into languages such as Welsh, Cornish, Breton, and the extinct language of Cumbric.

   Next, is Old Welsh (Hen Cymraeg) during the ninth to the eleventh Centuries, however as Britain started to become colonised by the Germanics and the Gaelics, Welsh was separated from the Northern and Southern versions, thus splitting off and becoming its own form of Celtic.

   This explains why Cornish, Scottish Gaelic and the extinct Cumbric are all similar to one another and to Welsh, but also explains how they are not the same.

   Between the twelfth and fourteenth centuries, Middle Welsh (Cymraeg Canol) was spoken. This version of Welsh is found in all surviving law manuscripts and can be fairly well understood by Modern Welsh speakers, however different it may be.

   The fifteenth century marks the usage of Early Modern Welsh, which sees Welsh going through some important changes and later in 1588, the first ever Welsh Bible was written. The year 1588 refers to Late Modern Welsh.

   In the nineteenth Century, dictionaries were created and Welsh was being diluted due to the fact that most Welsh mine workers had to work with English workers.

   However, in the twentieth century, numbers began to quickly decline for Welsh speakers and professional lexicographers expected Welsh to become extinct within a few decades.

   The Welsh Act 1967 showed concern for the language in the 1960s and made it possible for bilingual signs, a Welsh TV station and for Welsh to be used in court.

   If Welsh has this much history and 611,000 speakers in Wales alone today, then why shouldn’t it be allowed to stand on its own to feet? As far as I’m concerned, I’m proud to be a Welsh learner and I wish Wales, its people and its language the best of luck for the future.
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