Goodbye Lenin Speaking Questions

When was the film set?

What were the influences on the director?

Did you enjoy the film? Why? Why not?

What is the film about?

Who or what do the characters represent? Alex – Movement from East to West ideals (Majority of young people), Mother – Refusal to accept new western influences (Honecker), Sister – Wholly accepts and integrates western culture in her life with her boyfriend, Father – Denial of Eastern ideals by fleeing to the West for a better life…

Does the film give us an insight into East Berlin at that time?

Why was it so successful in Germany? One of the first films to deal with the issue of the Mauerfall and Wiedervereinigung

Would it still be as successful today?

Basic facts about the director: who, date of birth/ death, where he lived and grew up > Good link to influences question…

Are the ideas presented in the film outdated? Have the East Berliners moved on? A good word to use would be ‘die Vergangenheitsbewältigung’ which expresses the mental process of confronting and coming to terms with the past; a difficult concept for many East Germans to this day and also ‘Ostalgie’ which is east German nostalgia of their former home land.

Who is the most important character in the film in your opinion? Why? >> Could flow onto who/ what each of the characters represent…

