A2  Cultural topic                   




The work of a director, architect, musician or painter from a target language-speaking

country/community
 
1. Dont forget that these are the areas of study.
2. the context of the artist’s work

3. the influences on the artist: events and people

4. the ideas/techniques of the artist plus personal appraisal

5. the importance/influences of the artist both in his/her own lifetime and later

6. a detailed study of at least one work of the artist plus a personal appraisal

7. a personal evaluation: why do I find this artist so interesting?

Looking at the songs is number 5, where one work from a songwriter is considered 7/8 songs.
So I expect 5 and 6 to be done in terms of content - that is to say, I expect you to have the ideas and the work to follow will be writing essays in French.
 

The more work you can do on 1-4 now, the better. You dont want to be searching for content and there's plenty out there in English if you find going through all the French hard work. Content = your research.
Play Jean-Jacques Goldman Radio 
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Jean-Jacques Goldman

In your library (0 plays)Jean-Jacques Goldman was born on 11 October 1951, in Paris. He is one of 4 children. His mother, Ruth Ambrunn, born in Germany and his father, Alter Mojze Goldman, born in Poland were Resistance heros. 

Jean-Jacques Goldman is a French singer-songwriter who started his career singing as a back up singer before starting in a rock band Taï Phong before starting his solo career. A number of years later he founded the trio Fredericks - Goldman - Jones, with the British Michael Jones and American Carole Fredericks.

Extremely popular in French-speaking countries, he is a well-known songwriter, composing a number of albums for Céline Dion. He has also collaborated with Johnny Hallyday, Patricia Kaas, Garou, Marc Lavoine, Khaled (Aïcha), Lorie and Florent Pagny

He is also well known in France for getting involved in the homeless charity “Les Restos du Coeur” for which he wrote the main anthem. 

Note divorced 1997 and remarried 2001 as it will influence his music.

I think you learn a lot from these sites:
 

http://www.rfimusique.com/siteEn/biographie/biographie_6307.asp
http://wapedia.mobi/fr/Jean-Jacques_Goldman
http://www.monsieur-biographie.com/celebrite/biographie/jean_jacques_goldman-1627.php
Liens externes

· Site Officiel 

· Là-bas 

· Autrepart - L'univers des frères Goldman 

· Goldmania.fr - Tout sur l'oeuvre de Jean-Jacques Goldman 

· Forum Là-bas - Discussions autour de Jean-Jacques Goldman
· Là-bas 

·  Sony Music's official site 

· Biography of Jean-Jacques Goldman, from Radio France Internationale 

·  JJG famille 

·  Parler d'sa vie 

·  Autre Part : L'univers des frères Goldman 
To what extent is his songwriting an extension of and/or influenced by the tradition of the Chanson Francaise? Is he a troubadour of his time? 

The texts of troubadour songs deal mainly with themes of chivalry and courtly love. Most were metaphysical, intellectual, and formulaic

Google this:

Jean Jacques Goldman troubadour

Jean Jacques Goldman and the chanson francaise

Make sure you know what a troubadour was and make sure you do your homework on La Chanson Francaise (start with something like wikip)

But the deeper you get into him, the more you will start thinking about existentialism - do you think JJG is into that with a lot of his lyrics being somewhat voyeur, non judgemental consideration of the bigger issues of ‘life’ ‘love’ (‘et l’on ny peut rien’, ‘une poussière’). Or does he simply consider the human condition a lot, sometimes on the small individual level (la vie par procuration, elle a fait un bébé toute seule)? But, he does do the standard pop song, presumably to keep the easy money coming in (…………………….). Which sort do you like and why?

‘et l’on ny peut rien’ is about LOVE and how there is nothing you can do about it, it hits you and you are powerless. 

‘une poussière’ is all about LIFE and he sees it as a great jugernaught that you cant stop - is he fatalistic??? …………………………I dont know the answers to these questions. 

Writing for other people

Il a écrit la plupart de ses chansons en utilisant son propre nom (pour Céline Dion, Patricia Kaas, Joe Cocker, Johnny Hallyday, Garou, Khaled, Rose Laurens, Lorie, Marc Lavoine, Florent Pagny), mais a parfois, jusqu'en 1994, fait usage de pseudonymes, afin que la presse juge ses titres de façon plus objective. Ces pseudonymes sont :

Sweet Memories 

deux chansons également interprétées par lui
"Tout doucement" pour Jane Surrey, 
"Viens" pour Michael Jones. 
First prayer 
"High Fly" et "Tell Me Why" en 1980. 
Sam Brewski 
"Comme un tout p'tit bébé" pour Philippe Lavil en 1991, 
"Il me dit que je suis belle" pour Patricia Kaas en 1993, 
"Est-ce que tu me suis", "Loin", et "Si tu veux m'essayer" pour Florent Pagny, en 1994, 
"Tu t'en iras" pour Christopher Thompson en 1993, reprise par Roch Voisine en 2001, 
O. Menor 
"Tu me suffiras", ‘’ Ici-bas" et L'aventure humaine" pour Marc Lavoine, en 1993. 
Ce pseudonyme est la transcription phonétique de Homme en or" (om en or), traduction de l'anglais Gold man. 

Read below and listen to the three songs and find the words and tell me whether you would have recognised them as Goldman - there is no correct answer to this, by the way.
Marc Lavoine

While 1993 proved to be a quieter year on the touring front, Goldman was extremely busy with his songwriting career, penning material for Marc Lavoine (under the pseudonym O.Menor) – note that OM=homme en or = Goldman!!!

Khaled

 On February 11 1997 the Algerian rai star Khaled triumphed at the "Victoires de la Musique", winning "Best Single" for "Aïcha", the hit song he had co-written with Goldman. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsM4_hT2bEs – song starts 2 mins in, but don’t skip the start as it’s great when the Goldman sound evolves. 

The pair brought the house down at the awards ceremony when Goldman appeared from the wings to join Khaled on stage and perform "Aïcha" to a cheering audience http://www.video4viet.com/watchvideo.html?id=VoNQBgyuE0k&title=Jean%20Jacques%20Goldman%20Et%20Khaled

Patricial Kaas

Patricia Kaas (c.f. the hit single "Il me dit que je suis belle" 1993 written under the pseudonym Sam Brewski).

Note:

Il a particulièrement collaboré avec Johnny Hallyday pour qui il a entièrement écrit et composé Gang en 1986, puis produit Lorada en 1995

En 2006, il signe les paroles de Viens me chercher dans l'album de Garou intitulé Garou
Look up Gildas Arzel

Looking at his writing for Celine Dion

D'eux - The album was written and produced by Jean-Jacques Goldman. 

The bestselling French-language album of all time. 

Though Dion's English-language fans know her for syrupy power ballads, her French-language recordings, fraught with the same heavy orchestration, tiptoe into more nuanced, cerebral territory. Her 1991 Dion chante Plamondon is filled with songs of existential torment, including one, Le fils de Superman, about a boy who confuses reality with fantasy and jumps to his death. On D'Eux, she sings of a woman's unrequited love for a gay man.

	Studio albums
	Démodé (1981)  · Minoritaire (1982)  · Positif (1984)  · Non homologué (1985)  · Entre gris clair et gris foncé (1987)  · Fredericks Goldman Jones (1990)  · Rouge (1993)  · En passant (1997)  · Chansons pour les pieds (2001)

	
	

	Live albums
	En public (1986)  · Traces (1989)  · Sur scène (1992)  · Du New Morning au Zénith (1995)  · En passant tournée 1998 (1999)  · Un tour ensemble (2003)

	
	

	Compilations
	L'Intégrale 81/91 (1991)  · Singulier 81/89 (1996)  · L'Intégrale 90/00 (2000)  · Pluriel 90/96 (2002)

	
	

	Singles
	"Long Is the Road (Américain)" (1984)  · "Je marche seul" (1985)  · "Je te donne" (1985)  · "Pas toi" (1986)  · "Là-bas" (1987)  · "C'est ta chance" (1988)  · "Puisque tu pars" (1988)  · "Nuit" (1990)  · "À nos actes manqués" (1991)  · "Né en 17 à Leidenstadt" (1991)  · "C'est pas d'l'amour" (1991)  · "Un, deux, trois" (1992)  · "Tu manques" (1992)  · "4 Mots sur un piano" (2007)

	
	

	Associated artists
	Patrick Fiori · Carole Fredericks · Michael Jones · Sirima · Khaled · Patricia Kaas · Johnny Hallyday · Garou · Lorie · Céline Dion · Marc Lavoine · Florent Pagny · Robert Goldman


Early influences - Eddie Cochron and Aretha Franklin + find others middle-of-the-road style American rock …Eric Clapton
Non Homologue 1985
France's best selling Album in 1986 combining carefully crafted lyrics and middle-of-the-road style American rock

Je te donne was 8 weeks at Nr 1 in the Top Cinquante.

Je Marche Seul. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fAGH2e4Kg8&feature=related – does it give you an insight into JJG the man??? Well, perhaps ‘Compte pas sur moi’ is him directly telling his fans that he’s not a big glitzy superstar and will not reveal everything about his private life

Goldman’s popularity continued to increase during the 80’s. Then suddenly, at the very height of his career, the singer found himself under attack from the same French critics who had helped to catapult him to stardom. Several critics began making fun of Goldman’s ‘boringly nice’ image and started complaining that his songs were overly soppy and sentimental. When Goldman appeared in concert at the Zénith in Paris (from September 3 -20 1985) the media unleashed a series of highly personal attacks. The singer promptly responded by placing a double page ad in the daily newspaper "Libération" where he re-published his worst reviews, adding a humourous footnote addressed to his fans which simply said "Thankyou for coming anyway". Goldman need not have worried. Despite the criticisms in the press, tickets for Goldman's 1985 concert tour were sold out without his record company running the slightest promotional campaign. "Goldmania" swept through France regardless of the media, On November 22 1986 Goldman was honoured by professionals in the French recording industry who voted him "Best Singer" at the "Victoires de la Musique" awards.

Entre gris clair et gris foncé 1987

"Entre gris clair et gris fonçé" (which was recorded in a studio with a group of musicians under live conditions). This album proved to be a phenomenal success, selling 250,000 copies in just one month (and sales would eventually top the million mark ten years later). "Entre gris clair et gris fonçé" was a deeply personal album which reflected Goldman’s self-questioning, doubting mood of the time. It contained a number of surprise bonus tracks such as the excellent duet "Là-bas" which Goldman performed with Sirima, a young Sri Lankan woman he had met on the Paris tube.

 

Entre gris clair et gris fonçé Title song - we talk about things being in black and white - he says that we dont want to see life in it's true colours, the reality (war is filmed but we dont get to see the real violence) he gives lots of egs and so life is sort of light grey, never true white and dark grey, never black. look for more examples in the song.

Elle a fait un bébé toute seule - In June 1987 Goldman released a new single, entitled "Elle a fait un bébé toute seule" ("She’s Had a Baby On Her Own"). Goldman never expected this tender, simple-worded, ballad about female emancipation to become a great hit. But the song appeared to strike a chord with thousands of his fans and once again, Goldman’s single rocketed to the top of the charts http://www.last.fm/music/Jean-Jacques+Goldman/_/Elle+a+fait+un+b%C3%A9b%C3%A9+toute+seule
Filles Faciles – caused a lot of problems – he said he wasn’t talking about prostitutes, but about the wonderful time of late adolescence when all women are beautiful.

Peur de riens blues - Life's really complicated, you are judged for what you should do , what you dont/do do and you have guilt, but when he's got his guitar in his hands then he's scared of nothing ie life is straight forward, clear. Note that Patricia Kaas did a song 'Quand j'ai peur de tout' which JJG wrote. 

La Bas http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyfrqNEUtcY
Libre continent sans grillage (like the words - a continent free of bars ie freedom) Famously sings this with Celine Dion

A relationship seems to be ending -one wants the other to stay - why go? - freedom

j'irais = I would go ... note the conditional - kind of implies to me that its not 100% definite. 

He says in the youtube interview in the middle of the clip that he always had the intention of singing it live with the audience, so this puts a slightly different angle on it.

C’est ta chance - You're on your own, up to you what you make of life. You have to fight your way and the prize is YOU…..not sure why he goes on about the person not being attractive etc.

Puisque tu Pars - Classic case of 'if you love somebody, set them free' as Sting would sing - let them go and wish them well. Sung at the end of his concerts - not sure if he wrote it for that on purpose, need to remind me to try and find out, like he did for La Bas.

 Reprendre, c’est voler - Separation, sharing out the things now just as they shared their dreams before, but not the love that i gave you as that would be stealing back ie you can't share love, you give it.

Rouge 1993
Rouge – the single off the album is looking at the optimistic beliefs behind militants – often Red is seen as the colour of anything militant.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IhflwZdtf4 (interesting also to read the comments underneath). Released in 1993 – just think about how the world had changed since 1989 – Berlin wall come down, end of the cold war, Mandella released and end of apartheid.

En Passant 1997 (remember he divorced in 1997, worth looking at some songs here)
Chansons pour les pieds: 2001 (he remarried in 2001 and you can hear the joy0

‘Ensemble’ -  about how much more powerful we are if we work together ; how better life is if we do things together. Clever that the song is done as a Round, because that form of song needs other people in order for it to function. Also, the video clip for it is good, giving all sorts of examples in life where this adage is true (note the Berlin wall bit).

 

'La Pluie' - all about being scared to get wet - ie not wanting to get your feet wet (as we would say), playing safe in life means you never get to live.

 

'Un goût sur tes lèvres' - basically looking at the delicate balance of society/life, the receipe for life - based around the question - combien - if you put too much butter into a cake then you get a duff cake, too much 

Find the French in the lyrics, here's the English: "how much power before you abuse the position" "how many images do you have to see (presumably of starving children, homeless people etc) until you become concerned" "how many words does it take to wound or to heal"

‘Et l'on n'y peut rien’ is quite simply about LOVE and how the real thing just comes and thwacks into your life cutting through every defence. 

‘Une poussière’ is quite existential (hey, go and look up that one - see you in 6 years!) talking about LIFE and seeing it as a juggernaught coming and being unstoppable .... absolutely fabulous songwriting.

‘C’est pas vrai’ – just a load of sayings put together, with the overriding message that a lot of these sayings just are not true. In the book that goes with the CD, the lyrics are written like a load of individual graffiti on a blank wall. Reminds me a bit of Bob Dillon’s ‘Subterranean Homesick Blues’. Quite negative – lots of his songs are, cynical, at least.

‘Les choses’ – as title suggests, I’ve got to have (buy) things – this person cant just be themselves, ‘roi nu, je ne vaux rien’. 

‘je prie les choses et les choses m’ont pris’ =  clever jeu de mots. 

Soutien aux œuvres humanitaires

Goldman has always refused to wear his political opinions on his sleeve, but, like others who grew up in the revolutionary 1968 era, the singer has a strong sense of personal ideology. Throughout his career Goldman has supported various humanitarian causes, participating in the "Feed the World" campaign (to help famine victims in Ethiopia) and performing at the "Concert des Potes" (organised at the Place de la Concorde by the anti-racist organisation SOS Racisme). Goldman also wrote the theme song for "Restos du Coeur" (the charity set up by the late French comedian Coluche to help the homeless). 

Goldman a depuis longtemps mis son talent au profit d'œuvres humanitaires. On note notamment la participation au collectif pour les enfants d'Éthiopie (sous la direction de Daniel Balavoine et Renaud) et imposera à Renaud une modification du texte, les Restos du Cœur (pour lequel il compose la célèbre chanson des Restos), "Dernier matin d'Asie" (collectif Sampan) en faveur des boat people, Sidaction, Solidarité Asie, Solidarité inondation, etc.

Il est encore aujourd'hui l'une des personnes importantes des actions annuelles des Restos du Cœur. Jean-Jacques Goldman est l'initiateur et l'un des organisateurs de la soirée des Restos du Cœur qui rencontre chaque année un succès colossal et qui constitue 20 % (vente CD/DVD incluse) des recettes annuelles de l'association [2] . Il est un des seuls artistes compositeurs à offrir ses droits d'auteur aux associations pour lesquelles il compose.

His songs are his own thoughts and beliefs

Aversion pour la discrimination – Halliday : Ton fils
Discret sur sa vie privée (do need to know his dad’s story to understand)

– Bonne idée

-45 tours – Cest pas grave papa

La culture des pays de l’Est revient par petites touches 

– comme toi (+violon)

-Natacha (en Passant)

- des votres (Rouge)

Marqué par la France – terre d’asile + valeurs inamovibles

Gout des choses simples – Family - Scouts = Valeurs – Les chants à plusieurs voix = ses tubes

