Languages - are they worth the effort? 
Technology, globalisation and ease of international travel are bringing more and more of the world within our reach. But does that mean there is an increased need to speak foreign languages, or can we get by with English - which is after all increasingly a global language? 

Here are ten reasons why it is important to be able to speak another language, and to encourage students to carry on with a language beyond the period where it is compulsory in the school curriculum.

· Language graduates find it easier to get jobs 
Research carried out by Keith Marshall at the University of Bangor, Wales shows that year on year language graduates have lower rates of unemployment than graduates in the great majority of other subjects - only 2.6% of German graduates were still unemployed at the time of last year's survey, as opposed to 5.9% of those with degrees in Business Studies, and 8% of those who did Computing. 

· There is a wide choice of jobs for graduates with languages 
By choosing languages, you're not limiting your career options. Language graduates have a whole range of career opportunities open to them. A recent survey shows that about 29% go into business services, and around 10% go into each of the following: manufacturing, sales, banking/finance, community/social services, transport/communications. 

· Languages combine well with virtually any subject 
The range of combined degrees involving a language is virtually limitless - from Accountancy with Russian to Theatre Studies with Italian. And even if you don't want to do a language as a main subject, many universities offer institution-wide language programmes which mean you can take up a new language or keep up one you learnt at school alongside your other subjects.

· Language courses are exciting! 
Once you've got enough of a language to be able to function, the project work and activities you can get involved in are really exciting. For example, students at the University of Central Lancashire take part in an international challenge via video-conferencing, competing with teams in Germany and Scandinavia to resolve a business problem. 

· Languages courses prepare you for the type of situations you will meet at work 
The sort of things you learn to do on a language course these days are transferable skills which you'll find invaluable later when you get your first job. Using language to persuade, argue or explain, preparing presentations, reformulating text in different forms for different audiences, just putting ideas across clearly - all these are vital later on in the workplace, whatever language you're operating in. Language courses may give you experience of working in international teams and a whole range of ICT applications too. 

· Languages teach you adaptability and communications skills 
Learning how to interact with speakers of other languages means you are less likely to be stuck in one mode of thinking. It can help you to see things from a range of perspectives - making you more adaptable, creative, and insightful. The ability to operate cross-culturally is becoming just as much valued by employers as straight language skills. 

· You get to travel abroad! 
Most language courses include a year abroad. This is a bonus in itself, but you'll find that if you can operate in another language, more and more opportunities for foreign travel open up as you develop friendships and contacts overseas. 

· Languages give you a sense of achievement 
Languages combine the intellectual with the practical. You need to be able to think on your feet, but when something comes out well - when the right word or phrase just trips off the tongue, you get a real sense of achievement. Another language is a concrete and demonstrable skill - like being able to drive a car or touch type. 

· Languages are people-centred 
Languages are a very sociable subject. It's hard work learning to banter or tell jokes in another language, but it's fun too! If you enjoy being with people and communicating with them, the chances are you'll enjoy doing it in a foreign language too. 

· Languages give you the edge on your competitors 
Today there is a global market for jobs. You might think that if the whole world is learning English then you don't need to speak another language. But they're not learning it for our benefit. Once they speak English, they can compete for jobs in the English-speaking market. But if they have another language as well, and you don't…. might 2003 be a good time to start thinking about doing a language course? 
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