Jean Jacques Goldman Research

From 1990 to 1995, he recorded 2 studio albums, one live albums and released several and singles (such as "Nuit", "À nos actes manqués" and "Né en 17 à Leidenstadt") with Carole Fredericks and Michael Jones, which were successful. Several of these songs were recorded with English versions, but did not find much success in England or the States.

Jean-Jacques Goldman wrote the theme for "Resto du Coeur" the eponyme song performed by les Enfoirés as the theme of the charity created by Coluche, Les restos du coeur.

Throughout his career, he has frequently written other singers, notably Céline Dion, with whom he collaborated on D'eux (released in the US as The French Album)

Songs

Long is the Road (American)

"Long Is the Road (American)" begins with a mainly musical introduction in which Goldman chanted many "dam dam dam dam". Then the song starts and deals with the American Dream, seen in the first verse as authentic Eldorado, while the second verse refers to the disappointment towards the social inequalities and the difficulty to make one's fortune in the U.S. 

The refrains are very different from the couplets: very playful, they are built in the same way as Negro spirituals. This gospel is "persevering but sometimes dull, sometimes bright of hope". The background vocals conclude the song by repeating many "A-mérican", after a tune played on saxophone.

Je Marche Seul

When the song was released as a single, Goldman explained in various interviews that the song was very hard to compose. The lyrics describe someone walking alone along a road, anonymous and lost in thought, able to forget everything for the moment and the pleasure of being anonymous while observing the world. Goldman has said that "Je marche seul" is a bright song because according to him "the loneliness is not a punishment".

Là bas 

Composed by Jean-Jacques Goldman, the song deals with "the need of escape and the dilemma between a vital renewal and the loss of one's roots". While Goldman wants to go away to start a more fruitful life, Sirima, who personifies "stability, rooting and habit", begs him to stay with her and to found a family. The song is built as a dialogue that ends with two monologues in which "one is decided, with the other begs".

The song was also released under the title "Over there" to win over the Anglophone countries. 

C’est ta chance

Written by Jean-Jacques Goldman, the song tells the story of a girl who wants to succeed in life and who is forced to fight against the difficulties of life to achieve it. The video was produced as an animated feature. In it, a girl dreams of becoming a star in the singing and eventually succeeds thanks to her perseverance.

About this song, Goldman explained in an interview: "I think that the song is the most similar as what I did before. Finally, it is almost a caricature. I like the text".

Puisque tu pars
Goldman explained that the song deals with "the departure, the separation and all that it implies". He said: "The idea of the theme came to me at the end of my concerts, when people sang: 'this is just a goodbye...' So I thought I was going to make a song about the departure, but to show that the departure is not necessarily sad, but there were also positive sides in the fact of leaving, of separating." 

The song, which shows a "certain maturity" in the writing, has an "emotional expressiveness which depicts the dilemma of love which doesn't want to be possessive".

À nos actes manqués

Written and produced by Jean-Jacques Goldman, the song has "a lively melody with African accents, and celebrates in its lyrics the small failures of the everyday life with a lot of tenderness and humor".

In interviews, Goldman explained that the music was inspired by his travel in the Antilles, where it had discovered the zouk. According to him, the song had "a sad text with a bright music".

Né en 17 à Leidenstadt

In this song, the three singers are wondering if they would have acted differently if they had been in the situation of Germans after the 1918 defeat and during the rise of the Nazism (stating that the composer, Jean-Jacques Goldman, had Polish and Jewish origins and that his mother is German), or in that of Northern Irish who were into civil war, or if they would show more solidarity with blacks if they were born as being white and rich in Johannesburg, South Africa, a reference to the apartheid.


Therefore the song deals with the question on the topic of the choice and the position. It ends with the wish to never have to choose a camp.


'Leidenstadt' is an imaginary city whose name is composed of the German words: 'Die Leiden' (the suffering) and 'Die Stadt' (the city). 

Leidenstadt est une ville imaginaire dont le nom est formé par les mots allemands: die Leiden (les souffrances) et die Stadt (la ville).

Mais qu'on nous épargne à toi et moi si possible très longtemps

D'avoir à choisir un camp...


Everything is summarised in these two verses at the end of the song, or sometimes you cannot choose your camp unfortunately, and what do we do then? The song is a question about the difficulty of resisting oppression or poverty when it arises on side of the oppressors or the dominant.

4 Mots sur un paino 

Composed by Jean-Jacques Goldman, the song is a ballad that deals with the theme of a romantic relationship between two men and one woman. This relationship, initially accepted by all three people, is challenged by the two men who ask the woman to choose between them. She prefers to not choose because she loves both and finally leaves them.

The music video takes place in a room in which, at first, the three people move in (these people are not the singers, but actors). They get along well, sharing all the happy moments. However, throughout the video, an uneasiness settles upon them as a result of this relationship that becomes exclusive and finally, they argue violently. In the end, the room is completely empty.

