The Gender of French Nouns

Typical Masculine Endings


- ment - An exception is ‘la jument’ (the mare).


- age - Several exceptions include ‘une image’, ‘la plage’, ‘la nage’. Note that ‘le page’ is a pageboy, whilst ‘la page’ is the page of a book or newspaper, etc.


- aire


- é


- eau - The one exception is ‘l'eau’.


- in - An exception is ‘la fin’.


- isme


- o  - An exception is ‘la méteo’


- ier


- er


- eur - Exceptions include ‘la douleur’ (the pain) and ‘la chaleur’ (the heat).


- on - An exception is ‘la maison’.

Typical Feminine Endings


- tion 


- ence


- ance - An exception is ‘le silence’.


- té.


- ade - An exception is ‘l'escalade’ (climbing).


- ée - Exceptions include ‘le lycée’ and ‘le musée’. 


- que - Exceptions are ‘le plastique’, ‘le kiosque’ and ‘le moustique’ (the mosquito).


- ure

 
- erie

- ère - Exceptions are ‘le père’ and ‘le frère’ 


- ette - An exception is ‘le squelette’ (the skeleton).


- rice - An exception is ‘le dentifrice’ (the toothpaste).


- ssion


- esse
